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990 The Founding of the Christian Church. [34 A. D. 



IN FIFTY STUDIES. 

Prepared by CLYDE W. VOTAW, Chicago, Ills. 
[Copyrighted by the STUDENT PUBUSHING Co.] 



STUDY X. 



SEC. 9. STEPHEN'S CAREER. HIS DEFENSE OF HIS 
DOCTRINE THAT THE GOSPEL WAS SUPERIOR 
TO, AND WOULD FREE ITSELF FROM, THE OUT- 
WARD FORMS OF JUDAISM. 

Acts 6:8—7:60. 
34 A. D. Jerusalem. 

Bjbuography (i) Cambridge Bible on Acts, pp. 76-95 ; (2) Gloag's Comty. on Acts, I : 

«3-269. (3) Meyer's Comty. on Acts, pp. 127-163. (4) Expositor's Bible on Acts, 1 : 288-345. 
(5) Neander's Planting and Training of the Christian Church, 1 : 48-56, II : 73-79. (6) Bible 
Dictionary, arts. Diaspora, Stephen. (7) Vaughan's Church of the First Days, pp. 136-136. 
(g> Peloubet's Notes, iS^, in loc. (q) S. S. Times, Mar. 3, 1883. (10) Farrar's Life of St. 
Paul, pp. 6s-<>5- (") Conybeare and Howson's Life of St. Paul, pp. 55-62. («) Stalker's 
Life of St. Paul, pp. 30-31. (13) F. C. Baur's Life of Paul, 1: 42-60. 

First Step: Facts. 

1. Consider the following paragjraph divisions of the material of this 
Section : 

Par. I. Vv. 8-10. Character and Activity of Stephen. 

Par. 2. Vv.twi — 7:1. Arraignment of Stephen before the San- 

hedrin. 
Par. 3. Vv. 2-53. Stephen's Defense of his Doctrine. 
(i) 2-16, exposition of the Patriarchal history. 

(2) 17-43, exposition of the Mosaic history. 

(3) 44-50, exposition of the Royal and Prophetic history. 

(4) 51-53. denunciation of the present generation of Jews. 
Par. 4. Vv. 54-60. Martyrdom of Stephen. 

2. The student will work out carefully the verse synopses of Paragraphs i, 
2 and 4, as in previous studies. 

3. Paragraph 3 will be treated thus : (a) compare minutely and attentively 
the Israelitish history as summarized by Stephen with the Old Testament 
record of the same (use a marginal reference Bible), criticising Stephen's 
presentation of this history, (b) make a concise paraphrase of the entire 
Defense, which will set forth the material in the argjtmientative light in which 
Stephen presented it (see especially Vaughan's paraphrase, and discussions in 
Meyer, Neander and Expositor's Bible). 
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4. In addition to this paraphrase of Par. j, let the remaining material 
also be paraphrased, and the transcript of the Section thus obtained ie 
properly preserved. 

Second Step: Explanations. 

Par. I. V. 8, (a) the preceding verses of the chapter are introductory to 
this account of Stephen's preaching and martyrdom, (b) an indefinite lapse 
of time between v. 7 and v. 8. (c) "Stephen" — ^recall what has been ascer- 
tained previously concerning him. {d) ' ' grace " — note A V, and show differ- 
ence, (e) "power" — what is meant by this? (f) "wonders . . signs" — 
what difference, and are any of them specifically recorded? (g) explain the 
fact that Stephen is the first recorded miracle-worker outside the twelve. 
V. 9, (a) " but " — ^note AV, and explain the change, (b) " Libertines " — mean- 
ing and origin of the name, (c) discuss (at length) the five classes of Jews 
named here, defining the localities and the characteristics of each class (see 
especially Gloag in loc.). (rf) how had they come to live in those places, and 
why were they now living in Palestine again ? (e) why had each class a 
synagogue of its own in Jerusalem ? {f) in what respects did their syna- 
gogues differ from those of the strictly Palestinian fews ? (g) " disputing " 
— ^meaning, cf. Mk. 8:11; 9 : 14 ; Acts 15 : 7 ; 24 : 12. v. 10, (a) " not able " 
— why not? (b) "wisdom" — state the elements of Stephen's wisdom, (c) 
"Spirit . . spake" — what is meant? 

Par. 2. V. II, (a) "then" — explain the connection, (b) "they" — who? 
(c) "suborned" — meaning? (d) what were the blasphemous words referred 
to, cf. vv. i3f ? V. 12, (a) "they" — ^who? (b) why did the people join now 
in the persecution ? (c) what was the previous attitude of the elders and 
scribes? (d) what was the "council"? v. 13, (a) "false witnesses" — why 
were such resorted to, and in what respects were they false? (b) "holy 
place" — what is referred to, cf. Mk. 14:58? (c) "the law" — what? v. 14, 
(a) if Stephen did not say this, what did he say, cf. Acts 7:48? (b) was 
speaking against the Temple and Mosaic ritual necessarily equivalent to 
speaking against God and Moses? {c) why did it seem so to themf v. 15, 
(a) " fastening . . eyes" — to see what defense he would make ? (b) "face . . 
angel"— just what is to be understood by this expression? w. 7:1, (a) 
"high priest" — why he? (b) " these things " — what things? (c) observe the 
formal call to defense. 

Par. 3. (i) vv. 2-16, (a) " God of glory" — meaning, cf. Psa. 29:3 ; 24:7 ; 
Isa. 6:3; Ex. 24:16; Rom. 9:4. (fi) explain the following discrepancies 
in Stephen's narrative, as compared with the O. T. account : vv. 2b-4a and 
Gen. 12:1-4, as to place of Abraham's call ; v. 4b and Gen. xwat, 32; 
12:4, concerning Abraham's father at time of Abraham's departure ; v. ja 
and Gen. 23:3-20, as to a possession in Canaan; v. 6d and Gen. 15:/?/ 
£x. 12:40; Gal. 3:17 ; Josephus's Ant. 2 : g: 1 ; 2 : 1$ : 2, as to number of 
years of Egyptian bondage ; v. 14c and Gen. 46 : 21 ; Ex. i:s : Deut. 10:22 ; 
LXX. on same, as to number of foseph's kindred; v. 16a and Gen. So:ij 
{cf. Gen. 23:ff));fosh. 2^:32 ; fosephus's Ant. 2:8:2, as to place of facob's 
burial ; v. i6b and Gen. 33 : 79 ; 23 :3-2o, as to Abraham's purchase. (2) 
vv. 17-43, (a) "time . . drew nigh" — for what? (b) "multiplied" — cf. Ex. 
1:5, 7, 12 ; 12 : 37. (c) " another king " — explain, (d) " cast out " — explain. 
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(e) "wisdom . . Egyptians" — in what did it consist? (f) "forty years" — cf. 
Deut. 34 : 7 ; Ex. 16 : 32 ; 7:7. (g) explain in v. zj the enlargment of the 
Exodus account, (h) consider in vv. 25ff the allusion in parallel to the Jewish 
treatment of Christ, (i) similarly also in vv. 35-41. (j) observe how exalteda 
place is given Moses by Stephen, in answer to their accusation against him. 
\k) '' book of the prophets" — meaning. (3) t/t/. 44-50, (a) ^^ tabernacle . . 
testimony^' — why so called? (b) "Joshua" — compare the unfortunate read- 
ing of A V, and explain. (<••) "unto . . David" — reference to the thrusting 
out, or to the continuance of the tabernacle f (d) why was Solomon, rather 
than David, the builder of the Temple f (e) what was Stephen's purpose in 
the transition of v. 48 and the prophetic citation which follows to substantiate 
same, cf. Isa. 66:if ; 2 Chron. 6:isq., especially v. 18. (4) vv. 51-53, (a) 
explain Stephen's change here to direct denunciation and accusation, (b) give 
exact meaning of v. 51a, cf. Rom. 2:29; Ex. 32:9; Lev. 26:41; Deut. 
10 : 16 ; Jer. 6 : 10. (c) " resist " — how had they done this ? (d) " persecute " — 
cf. 2 Chron. 36:i5f ; Matt. 23:34-37. (e) on v. 52c, cf. Acts 3:i4f ; 22:14; 
Matt. 27:19. (/) " ordained by angels" — exactly what is meant, cf. Heb. 
2 : ^ ,- Gal. %:jg : fosephus's Ant. is :s :s- 

Par. 4. V. 54, (a) "now when" — what is the force of the connection? (b) 
"they" — who? (c) "these things" — what things? (d) "cut . . heart" — cf. 
Acts S'-SS' "'"'^ state meaning, (e) "gnashed . . teeth" — describe the 
custom and its significance. vv. 55f, (a) "full . . Ghost" — turn to similar 
former statements concerning Stephen, {b) " looked . . heaven" — what was 
the exact character of this vision? (c) "Jesus standing" — cf. Matt. 26:64 ; 
Eph. 1 : 20, why ' ' standing "f (d) ' ' Son of Man " — study the usage of this 
term, and explain its meaning, {e) what was Stephen's purpose in telling 
of what he saw? v. 57, (a) "cried out" — cf. Acts 19:32; Matt. 27:23; 
Jno. 19:12. (b) why would they not listen to Stephen? (c) "rushed upon 
him " — had they any authority for doing so ? (d) who were the perpetrators 
of this deed? v. 58, (a) "cast . . city" — why, cf. Deut. 13:6-10; 17:2-7; 
Lev. 24 : 10-16. (b) where was the place of stoning ? (c) " garments " — why 
laid aside? (d) "young man" — between thirty and forty years of age? (e) 
why were the garments laid at Saul's feet, cf. Acts 22:20? v. 59, (a) 
"calling" — cf. Acts 9:14, 21; 22:16; Rom. 10:12. (b) "the Lord" — cf. 
A V, observe there is no word in the original, and explain why it should 
refer to fesus. (c) with Stephen's words compare Lk. 23 : 46, and consider 
his Christ-like spirit. v. 60, (a) "kneeled" — when and why? (b) "lay not 
this sin" — as Jesus said, Lk. 23:34, and compare 2 Chron. 24 : 22. (c) "fell 
asleep " — the Christian aspect of death, cf. Jno. 11:11 ; Matt. 27 : 52 ; i Cor. 
IS : 18, 51 ; I Thess. 4 : i3f. 

Third Step: Topics. 

1. Stephen, (i) what was Stephen's position in the Church? (2) what 
was the occasion and what the reason for that appointment ? (3) what were 
the chief characteristics of the man ? (4) estimate from his address the 
amount of his ability and knowledge. (J) what was his nationality and 
what his age ? (6) was he a member of a Hellenistic synagogue ; if so, why ? 
(7) what was the duty of the synagogue toward any of its number who 
taught heretically ? (8) how did the disputation between Stephen and the 
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others probably arise ? (9) what was the character and power of Stephen's 
discussion? (10) why did his antagonists resort to violent methods of sup- 
pressing him ? 

2. Christianity versus Judaism — the New Doctrine, (i) what had been 
the entering of the wedge between the Jewish and the universal aspect of the 
Gospel (cf. Sec. 8, Topic 3)? {2) why would the larger view of Christianity 
naturally arise among the Hellenistic Jews? (3) define as exactly as 
possible what Stephen's doctrine was ? (4) how did it differ from the apostolic 
conception of the Gospel ? (5) how did it differ from the doctrine of Christian- 
ity held by Paul? (6) was the main point in Stephen's conception the abolition 
of Jewish ritualism, the spiritualization of religious life and worship ? (7) did 
he positively advocate the admission of Gentiles into the Church as such, or 
was that a corollary to his proposition which he did not discuss ? {S) was it 

from the fewish or from the Gentile view-point that he obtained his new 
conception of Christianity ? (9) Did his teaching concern primarily the Jews, 
or the Gentiles? (10) what was the source of his new doctrine? (11) was it 
what Jesus had himself taught, cf. Jno. 4 : 24f , et al. ? (12) if it went beyond 
Jesus' teaching concerning Jewish legalism, was it a true development of that 
teaching? (13) why were not the apostles able to gain this new conception ? 
(14) Stephen is often called the " forerunner of Paul" — define exactly how he 
was this. (15) Consider carefully the significance to the Christian Church of 
this new and revolutionizing doctrine. (16) to what extent did the Christians 
support Stephen in his new teaching ? 

3. The Arraignment and Trial. (1) who instituted the proceedings against 
Stephen ? (2) for what purpose ? (j) why was it necessary to summon false 
witnesses ? (4) what was the charge entered against Stephen (cf. Deut. 
13 : 6-11) ? (5) how much of this was true, and how much was false ? {6) this 
was the third conflict between the few s and the Christian Church — in what 
respects did it differ front the previous two f {fj who were now the leaders 
in the persecution, and why ? (8) why was this conflict so bitter and desper- 
ate ? (9) what change in the attitude of the people toward the Christians now 
took place ? (10) why ? (//) describe the method of procedure in the trial. 
(12) narrate the incidents connected with it. 

4. Stephen's Defense, (i) consider what it was that Stephen undertook 
to do by this speech ; was it : (a) to make an historical argument for the 
Messiahship of Jesus ; or, (b) to contrast God's benefits to the nation with 
their ungrateful and rebellious spirit toward him throughout their history ; or, 
(c) to arg^e the freedom and spirituality of religion, with an exhibit of how 
the Jews had continually opposed the same ; or, (d) to apologetically support 
Moses and the sacred institutions, with a secondary purpose to teach a higher 
conception as to these things and to upbraid the Jews who were so averse to 
new and enlarged truth. (2) describe the method which he employed to ac- 
complish his purpose. (3) would any other line of argument than the historical 
one have served him so well; if not, why not? (4) note and explain every 
application of the history which Stephen makes to the situation in which he 
was placed. (5) name the chief characteristics of this defense. (6) was the 
speech interrupted at v. 51 by the dissent of his hearers, so that w. s'ff are 
different from what they would have been, and the argument was left un- 
finished because cut short by the violence of his enemies ? (7) if so, what 
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further development of his defense would he have adduced? (8) why did 
Luke give so extended an account of Stephen's speech (cf. especially Camb. 
Bib., Introd. p. iif)? (9) is it an abstract, or the entire defense? (10) how 
may we suppose that it was preserved ? (//) describe and explain Stephen's 
handling of the Old Testament history. (12) account as best you can for 
the many historical discrepancies the speech contains, (ij) how do they 
affect the historical trustworthiness of the Acts narrative ? (14) are you 
convinced by Stephen's argument that his conception of the Gospel was the 
true one ? 

5. The Execution, (i) was there any regular condemnatory decision 
given against Stephen by the Sanhedrin? (2) how far was the Sanhedrin 
responsible for the murder ? (j) were such acts of mob violence uncommon ? 
(4) who were the men that did the killing? (5) was the legal form observed? 
(6) describe the regulations concerning, and the method of procedure in, 
stoning a guilty person. (7) consider the character of Stephen as disclosed 
in his martyrdom. (8) make a careful study, in detail, of the final accusation, 
trial, condemnation and execution of Jesus, as compared with those of Stephen, 
noting likenesses and differences. (9) name the most important effects of 
Stephen's martyrdom : (a) upon the Jews ; (b) upon the Christians and upon 
the Church. (10) what has ever been the lesson and the influence of the 
martyr Stephen upon the Church throughout its history. 

6. Saul's Relation to Stephen's Death, (i) how came Saul to be in Jerusa- 
lem at this time ? (2) to what synagogue did he belong, presumably ? (3) is it 
probable that he was one of Stephen's opposing disputants ? (4) what was 
Saul's doctrinal position at this time regarding Christianity ? (5) why would 
he be disposed to refute and suppress Stephen? (6) had Saul any official 
position at this time? (7) why were the garments of the witnesses placed at 
his feet? (8) consider and explain Acts 22:20. (9) also Acts 8:1. (10) was 
Saul a hearer of Stephen's final defense? (11) if we have the privilege of 
conjecture, what may we suppose to have been Saul's thought and feeling as 
he listened to the eloquent, inspired and mighty exposition of the doctrine 
which he was afterward to espouse, develop and disseminate ? (12) in what 
respects, and to what degree, if any, did this experience with Stephen affect or 
determine Saul's subsequent conversion ? 

Fourth Step: Observations. 

1. This was the third conflict of the Sanhedrin with the Christian Church, 
and the most comprehensive and most severe. 

2. For the first time the common people join the opposition, in the belief 
that Christianity is going to destroy the most sacred Jewish institutions. 

3. Hellenistic Jews had synagogues of their own in Jerusalem. 

4. Stephen belonged to one of these, and it was there that he advanced and 
defended his new conception of Gospel truth. 

5. It was g^ven him to see that the religion of Christ was essentially spirit- 
ual ; that it was therefore superior to, and must in its full acceptance free 
itself from, the whole ritualistic and legalistic system of Judaism. 

6. This doctrine was accounted blasphemy against God and Moses, and he 
was brought to trial therefor before the religious judiciary of the Jews. 
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7. In his defense he presented a synopsis and interpretation of Old Testa- 
ment history, giving a most exalted position to Moses and the Mosaic system, 
at the same time showing that all through that history the spiritual was the 
substance while the formal was but the shadow, a truth they had all along 
refused to see, and which, now that it was time for the shadow to disappear 
in the bright light of the spiritual Gospel, they positively rejected. 

8. Stephen's attitude before the Sanhedrin was one of calm and inspired 
confidence, a joyful, holy consciousness that he was the ambassador of Christ. 

g. The execution was probably the work of an infuriated Jewish mob, no 
legal condemnation having been passed ; yet there was a general concurrence 
in, and gratification respecting, what was done. 

10. The saintly character of Stephen, and his inspired mission, were mani- 
fest in the glorious manner of his death. 

11. Saul was one of the most interested participants in the persecution and 
murder of Stephen. 

Fifth Step; Summary. 

1. Make an orderly record of the information which this Section affords 
concerning the following topics : 

(i) the understanding which the Christians at this time had of the Gospel 
as related to Judaism. 

(2) the attitude of the Hellenistic Jews toward the Christian Church. 

(3) the attitude of the Sanhedrin, especially of the Pharisaic element, 

toward the Christians. 

(4) the changed attitude of the common people toward the Christiaas. 

(5) the loyalty of the Christians toward the Gospel, and their ttaity as a 

Church. 

(6) God's care for his faithful servants. 

(7) The Christian conception of the Old Testament history. 

2. Narrate carefully the history of Stephen, describing his character, office, 
work, doctrine, trial and execution, with a consideration of the effect of his 
career upon the Church of his own and of subsequent eras. 

3. Write out a dear, concise discussion of Stephen's doctrine concerning 
Christianity, showing how it marked a signal advance toward the generation 
and solution of the g^eat Gentile problem. 

Sixth Step: Teachings. 

1. The developed stages, enlarged views and loftier conceptions of religious 
truth are commonly established only in the face of violent, sincere opposition. 

2. The spiritualization of religious life and worship does not call for the 
entire abandonment of form and locality, but makes sacred rites and sacred 
places subordinate and unessential. 

3. The tnie attitude of the Christian toward his enemies and toward dieatb 
is revealed in the last words of the martyr Stephen. 

4. Prayer may be offered directly to Christ, or to God through Christ The 
nst^e of the primitive church embraced both. 

5. A true conception of inspiration is to be gained by a study of the Biblical 
characters and records ; these two chapters of Acts (6 and 7) are particularly 
valuable in such a consideration. 
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STUDY XI. 

REVIEW OF THE FIRST DIVISION~THE PERIOD OF 
JEWISH CHRISTIANITY. 

SECS. s-9- STUDIES IV-X. 

Acts I : I — 7 : 60. 

30-35 A. D. Jerusalem. 

BiBUOORAPHY.— The literature on these chapters has already been indicated in detail in 
connection with each Section. Por a rapid and and general view of the Church in these 
years see: (i) Schaff's History o£ the Christian Church, I: 224-249, 432-564 passim. (2) 
Fisher's History of the Christian Church, pp. igf, 35-42. (3) Fisher's Beginnings of Chris- 
tianity, pp. 546-580. (4) McClintock and Strong's Cyclopaedia (also Bible Dictionary), arts. 
Apostolic Age, Church. 

First Step: Review of the Material. 

I. Read over slowly and with thoughtful attention Acts 1-7 inclusive ; do 
this at least three times, until your knowledge and conception of the 
Christian Church in this Period is complete, organic, vital. 

s. Read over the paraphrase of these chapters which you have made, with 
the same object in view, and also to see where you have made a faith- 
ful portrait — transcript, of the original. A complete, toilful, original 
paraphrase is of the first importance. 

3. Fix in mind your Analysis of this material into Sections and Paragraphs, 

with their appropriate titles and references. If you have not previously 
made such a " Table of Contents " of these chapters, make one now. 
The titles and references have all been given in connection with each 
Section ; you have only to bring them together, and you will find such a 
synopsis very valuable. 

4. Go carefully over the Chronological Chart, committing to memory the 

dates, the consecution, and the relative importance of the events of this 
Period ; in the same way reconsider the Outline of the Course thus far, 
observing now whether in the light of your study the . divisions of the 
material and the titles given to the Sections, are the best and truest 
possible ; read over the Preliminary Suggestions, and judge whether 
you have faithfully adhered to the spirit, the purpose, the method and 
, the requirements of the Course. 

Second Step : Review of the Detailed Study. 

1. Take up each Section by itself, in order, and under Explanations recon- 

sider every point made, every question asked. Refresh your mind as to 
all the details of the history and the record itself. Read such notes as 
you have in conuection with this Step of each Study, and look up again 
any information or explanation which you cannot recall. 

2. With the same thoroughness and purpose review all the Topics given in 

connection witli each Section ; some of the questions can now be 
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answered in a completer and more intelligent way, while the importance 
and the relations of the Topics will be more clearly seen. This final 
review treatment of the Topics should be exceedingly interesting and 
useful. 
3. Go once more over the Observations noted in connection with each Section, 
including also the new ones which you have added in your study. If 
you have not previously done so, mark in connection with each Observa- 
tion the particular chapter and verse from which it has been drawn. 
Fix well in mind the information concerning the Church which is con- 
tained in these Observations. 

Third Step: Synthetic View of the Church in this Period. 

All of the detailed information which has been gathered and classified in con- 
nection with each Section, under the head of Summary, is now to 
receive a further study and a permanent organization. The Christian 
Church in this Period must be made to stand out in all its features and 
characteristics as strikingly and as clearly as does a well-built structure. 
A tentative framework is herewith given upon which to arrange this 
exhibit of the Church, using the material already collated. Additions 
may be made to this framework, if necessary or desirable. Carefully 
re-examine all your acquired information, and enter every item of it in 
some appropriate place. If it be possible, accompany each item of 
description with the exact reference to the passage or passages where 
that particular information is found. The synthetic view of the Church 
in this Period, thus worked out, should be put into written form, in that 
way securing the knowledge to you, and putting you in possession of an 
essay whose value and usefulness you will always appreciate. 

I. The Environment of the Church, (i) location. (2) geographical 
limitation. (3) civil power. (4) religious power. (5) Pharisees. 

(6) Sadducees. (7) common people. (8) three Sanhedric trials. 
(9) relation to the Jewish religion. (10) relation to the Jews them- 
selves. (11) relation to the Gentiles. 

Remark.— It is not possible here to indicate more in detail the discussion which is desired 
concerning each of these themes. The student is expected to recall (and a little sober 
thought will enable him to do this) all the essential points of interest and importance 
which attach to each sub-topic given, and which need presentation in this synopsis. 

t. The Organization of the Church, (i) absence of organization at the 
start. (2) the apostles as leaders. (3) their authority. (4) method 
of conducting business. (5) change introduced on the Day of Pente- 
cost. (6) resemblance to the synagogue. (7) peculiarities. (8) 
the ofiice of deacon. (9) government. (10) discipline. 

3. The Institutions of the Church, (i) rites — baptism, Lord's Supper. 

(2) the Agape. (3) conditions of admission to membership. (4) 
creeds. (5) religious services — public, private. (6) preaching. 

(7) instruction. (8) places of worship. (9) sacred days. 

4. The Internal Life of the Church, (i) fellowship. (2) unity. (3) 

charity. (4) co-operation. (5) property relations. (6) loyalty 

to the Gospel. (7) individual morals. (8) social life. (9) growth 

in numbers. (10) growth in grace. (11) division of duties. (12) 

miracle-working. 
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5. The Doctrine of the Church. Concerning : (i) God. (2) Christ 

(3) the Holy Spirit. (4) the crucifixion and resurrection. (5) the 
Kingdom of Christ. (6) their duty regarding it. (7) the Second 
Advent. (8) the Gentiles. 

6. The Providential Care and Guidance of the Church, (i) the ordering 

of events. (2) the testimony of miracles. (3) the inspiration of the 
leaders. (4) the blessing through persecution. (5) preservation of 
the Church's integrity. (6) dispersion to spread the Gospel. (7) 
larger scope and deeper meaning of the Gospel. 

Fourth Step: Review of the Teachings. 

I. Reconsider carefully the Teachings given in connection with each Section, 
also others which you have added to them. Note with each, if possible, 
the particular chapter and verse from which it is drawn. Estimate its 
truthfulness and significance as concerns the primitive Church ; also its 
application to the individual disciple and to the Christian Church of 
to-day. 

3. Enter, as you may have opportunity, upon a consideration of the char- 
acteristics of the Church in this first Period as compared with the 
characteristics of the Church, of the present time. Much information, 
faith and wisdom can be gained from a study of the changes which 
experience has worked. Observe the differences, then and now, in : 
(i) the form and content of preaching. (2) church organization and 
government. (3) content of Christian belief. (4) rites, services, sacred 
occasions and places. (5) practical life — reUgious, ethical, social, com- 
mercial, political. (6) the divine inspiration of the leaders in the Church. 

And so on. 

(Study XI.) 



